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To:  The Democratic Governors Association 

From:  The Mellman Group, Inc. 

Re:  Tomblin Leads Maloney By A Wide Margin 

Date:  August 25, 2011 

 

This analysis represents the findings of a survey of 500 likely 2011 Special Election voters in West Virginia.  Interviews 

were conducted by telephone August 20-22, 2011 using a registration-based sample.   The margin of error for this survey is 

+/-4.4% at the 95% level of confidence.  The margin of error is higher for subgroups. 

 

Acting West Virginia Governor Earl Ray Tomblin is well-liked and leads Bill Maloney by a 

double-digit margin in the race for governor, even after Maloney’s initial flight of TV ads. 

Tomblin’s support is broad-based and strong, but has not yet reached the important 50% 

threshold.  

 

Tomblin leads Maloney in the 

horserace by a wide 14-point margin 

(47% for Tomblin to 33% for 

Maloney), with a fifth of the 

electorate undecided. Tomblin’s 

strong support (33%) is equal to  

Maloney’s total vote. Self-identified 

independents favor Tomblin by 

double digits—42% to 31%. The 

Acting Governor also does a better 

job of consolidating party support, 

with 72% of Democrats supporting 

him, while only 65% of Republicans 

support Maloney. Tomblin leads in 

all regions of the state. 

 

The better-known Tomblin has not yet reached the critical 50% threshold, though more than 

one in 5 voters (22%) have not yet formed a clear impression of him. Maloney is much less 

well known with hard name recognition of just 43%. 

  

Voters are quite favorably disposed toward Tomblin. A supermajority (59%) of voters has a 

favorable opinion of him, including 23% who view Tomblin very favorably. Less than a fifth 

(19%) of the electorate has an unfavorable view of Tomblin. Thus, the Acting Governor’s 

favorable-to-unfavorable ratio is over 3:1, an impressive standing in these tough economic 
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times. In contrast, only 30% of West Virginians view Maloney favorably, while 13% are 

unfavorable. 

 

Voters’ good feelings about Tomblin extend beneath the surface—West Virginians view him 

as a strong leader and someone who understands their problems. By 51% to 20% voters feel 

Tomblin “provides strong leadership,” while by 50% to 23% they credit him with 

“understand[ing] the problems West Virginians are facing.” The Acting Governor scores 

similarly on traits such as “fights for working families” (49%-20%), “cares about people like 

you” (48%-22%), and “is working to create good jobs in West Virginia” (48-22%). 

 

Tomblin is seeking his first full term in a relatively favorable political climate. West 

Virginians are more positive about the direction of their state than those elsewhere, as a 

plurality (47%) believes the state is headed in the “right direction” with 34% feeling that West 

Virginia is on the “wrong track.” In most states majorities say things are moving in the wrong 

direction. Former Governor, and now Senator Joe Manchin, remains extremely popular, with 

74% expressing a favorable opinion and only 20% expressing an unfavorable one, a further 

indication of voters’ positive attitudes. 

 

In sum, West Virginia voters very much like their Acting Governor and a large plurality 

support him in the upcoming election. A strong campaign should put him well over the 50% 

mark.  


